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TAGS: PFOR SO OAU 

SUBJ: OAU SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN MOGADISCIO IN JUNE 1974 

1 . EONOFF DIRECTOR GENERAL INFORMED AMBASSADOR THAT DATE FOR 
OAU SUMMIT IN MOGADISCIO NOW PLANNED FOR SECOND WEEK OF JUNE 1974. 

2. ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR BELIEVES THIS DATE WILL HOLD, AND THAT 
OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WILL CONVENE WEEK PRIOR, PRESUMABLY 
JUNE 3. 

3. COMMENT: (A) SOMALIS STILL HAVE A DISTANCE TO GO IN PHYSI- 
CALLY PREPARING FOR CONFERENCE - PARTICULARLY VIP HOUSING AND 
TELECOMMUNICATION EACILITIES EOR PRESS. SOME GSDR OFEICIALS 
HAVE PRESSED THAT OAU SUMMIT BE COMBINED WITH REGIME'S FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN LATE OCTOBER 1974. THIS RAN UP 
AGAINST REALITIES OE OAU AND UN TIMETABLES. FINACE WILL ALSO 
BE A PROBLEM: FUNDS ARE SHORT, PRICES ARE HIGH. DESPITE THESE 
OBSTACLES WE BELIEVE SOMALIS ARE DETERMINED TO HOST THE SUMMIT 
TO SHOW THEY ARE IN THE AFRICAN MAJOR LEAGUE AND TO DEMONSTRATE 
TO THEIR ETHIOPIAN NEIGHBORSHHAT THE OAU IS NOT SYNONYMOUS 
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(B) HOLDING THE SUMMIT IN MOGADISCIO MAY BE HELPFUL FROM MANY 
STANDPOINTS. AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY NOTED, SOMALI HOSTS WILL 
PROBABLY GO EASY ON SABER RATTLING ABOUT THE OGADEN DURING 
THE NEXT SIX MONTHS. MOREOVER, SINCE SIAD AUTOMATICALLY BE- 
COMES OAU CHAIRMAN FOR ONE YEAR AFTER THE SUMMIT, HE WILL BE 
ANXIOUS TO DISPLAY PERSONAL IMAGE OF LEADER OF AFRICA AND 
THEREFORE WILL FEEL PRESSURES TO KEEP THE TERRITORIAL DISPUTE 
UNDER WRAPS FOR THAT PERIOD. KIRK 
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